Olga’s email dispatch: Winter 2004

Dear Friends:

Holiday greetings from chilly Kathmandu. Our celebration here is not lavish, but I think it's in keeping with the true spirit of the season.

 

We give the kids small gifts such as a handkerchief, a ruler, a belt, a piece of costume jewelry, a couple of pieces of candy, all stuffed into a colorful stocking. They're so excited by these simple things, you'd think we were giving them the latest play station. Then we will feast, and the kids will put on a performance of singing and dancing for which they are already rehearsing with enthusiasm.
It is not only Christmas bells that are ringing in Kathmandu these days, but wedding bells as well. This is the auspicious time of year for weddings, according to the astrologers, and Kathmandu is alive with brass bands, wedding processions, and blushing brides. NYOF is right in the swing of things. In the last month or so, I have had two wedding parties in my garden for boys who grew up under NYOF’s care. Both are orphans and had no family to represent them in this important time in their lives. So NYOF stepped in to play the role of family. As I have said before, we are a full service organization – wedding celebrations included. 
For us at NYOF, the real gift is the opportunity to work with these amazing youngsters…their courage, their bright spirits, their incredible ability to rise above terrible circumstances. They are growing up in a way that will enable them, in turn, to further help our shared world.

 

As always, we invite you to look at a few pictures of the kids on our web site, www.nyof.org.  We are so grateful to all of you this holiday season for helping NYOF to make such transforming changes in the lives of Nepalese children. I wish for all of you a cheery and peaceful new year.

                                                                                                            Warm regards, Olga     

 

 

 

