Olga’s email dispatch: Winter 2005

Dear Friends:

Greetings from chilly Kathmandu. I’m back after more than seven months away in the U.S., and, as usual, am delighted to resume my activities here in Nepal. 

Here is what I did during my first two weeks here:

I went to the Dang District to look over our program for Indentured Daughters and to help inaugurate several new classrooms NYOF built to accommodate the 1600 girls who have been brought home from their labors. It was thrilling to see these little girls, former bonded laborers, back at home and in school, looking very smart and cheerful in their school uniforms. 

A couple of days later, Som Paneru, our Nepal Executive Director and I visited Bhadrapur in southeast Nepal, for the opening ceremonies of our new Nutritional Rehabilitation Home, which was just completed.  While there, we rescued four little boys without parents and brought them to J House, and one little girl who will arrive at K House soon. Let me tell you about the girl.

At the opening ceremonies of the NRH, just as the “tulo manchhes” (big shots) had finished their speeches and were filing out, a volunteer hurried into the NRH bringing its first patients from an outlying village: two mothers and their three malnourished children. One of the mothers weighed only a little over 60 pounds, and she could not talk.  Her two children were almost as malnourished. The seven year old daughter, Chhanki begged to earn food for the family. All of them were barefoot and cold, a pitiful sight. 

The new staff went into high gear, and before we knew it, the kids and the mothers were measured and weighed, registered, bathed and shampooed and given new clothes. When we left, they were sitting on their clean new beds in the sunshine, already looking better than they had an hour before. 

Chhanki is a darling little girl with a sweet, shy smile. When the family is restored to health, we will ask the mother if she can come to live at K House, our home for girls in Kathmandu. There, she will have all the love and care and attention and education a child needs to grow up healthy and strong. The local organization we are working with in Bhadrapur will assure that the mother and her baby will have food and shelter. In my Spring newsletter, I will send you a picture of Chhanki and tell you about the changes in her life after her arrival at K House.

I don’t know a better antidote to the hurricane of bad news emanating from the newspapers and TV than to see the dramatic changes in these children when they are afforded the loving care that is every child’s right. A friend of mine who used to say he didn’t have enough faith in the future to buy a full tank of gas, changed his tune when he came to Nepal and observed the transformation of these children.  It still inspires me!

All thanks are due to you, our donors. I wish for all of you a joyful holiday season.








Warm regards, Olga  

